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SUBJECT: ARAB SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS MEETING IN CAIRO 

1 . INAUGURAL 3-DAY MINISTERIAL-LEVEL SESSION OF ARAB SPACE 
COMMUNICATIONS ORGANIZATION OPENED CAIRO FEBRUARY 15 WITH 
MESSAGE FROM ARAB LEAGUE SECGEN MAHMOUD RIAD (WHO IS STILL 
RECOVERING FROM AUTO ACCIDENT INJURIES). DR. RIAD'S GREETING 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TO ASSEMBLY STRESSED INPORTANCE OF ORGANIZATION IN DEVELOPING 
COMMERCIAL AND CULTURAL TIES BETWEEN ARAB COUNTRIES. JORDAN, 
TUNISIA, OMAN, AND IRAQ REPORTEDLY WERE ELECTED TO MEMBERSHIP 
ON BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR TWO YEARS AT MEETING. 

CONFERENCE ALSO DECIDED TO REDUCE SUBSCRIPTION SHARES 
OF DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN FROM 6 TO 1. PRESS REPORTS 
CONFERENCE ESTABLISHED PROCEDURES FOR OPERATIONS AND 
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EXECUTIVE STATUTES OF ORGANIZATION. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND THAT ARAB SPACE COMMUNICATIONS ORGANIZATION 
(NOTE: WORD "SPACE" IS MORE APT THAN "SATELLITE" IN NAME, 
ACCORDING TO CONTACTS IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS SECTOR. ALTHOUGH 
"ARAB SAT" APPARENTLY IS ACCEPTED ACRONYM) IS INDEPENDENT 
ORGANIZATION WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF ARAB LEAGUE. INAUGURAL 
CONFERENCE STEMS DIRECTLY FROM MEETING, THIRD OF SERIES, OF 
ARAB COMMUNICATIONS MINISTERS AT CAIRO IN APRIL 1976. 

PREVIOUS REPORTING INDICATES ORGANIZATION IS CAPITALIZED AT 
$100 MILLION. TWENTY-ONE ARAB LEAGUE MEMBERS AREPARTICIPANTS 
IN ORGANIZATION; SAUDI ARABIA, LIBYA, EGYPT, KUWAIT, UNITED 
ARAB EMIRATES, LEBANON, QATAR, BAHRAIN, JORDAN, IRAQ, SUDAN, 
SYRIA, OMAN, ALGERIA, YEMEN DR.R., SOUTH YEMEN, TUNISIA, 

MOROCCO, SOMALIA, MAURITANIA AND PALESTINE. FIVE FOUNDING 
MEMBERS-SAUDI ARABIA, LIBYA, EGYPT. KUWAIT, UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES-ALSO ARE MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

3. AGREEMENT SETTING UP SPACE COMMUNICATIONS ORGANIZATION WAS 
SIGNED APRIL 13, 1976 IN CAIRO AT ARAB LEAGUE HEADQUARTERS. 

GOE'S PEOPLES ASSEMBLY APPROVED EGYPTIAN MEMBERSHIP IN 
SEPTEMBER 1976. AS NOTED REFTEL SAUDI ARABIA WILL BE HEAD- 
QUARTERS OF NEWLY INAUGURATED ORGANIZATION. 

4. CONFERENCE DOCUMENTS ARE NOT YET AVAILABLE TO 
EMBASSY. EIT.TS 
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